CHRIST1AN JUGGLERS ASSOCIAT)

ON NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the Christian

Jugglers Association. I'm not

sure whether something like

this has been attempted before
but I feel led of God to make an association like
this possible. The thought of an organization like
this has been on my mind for a few years. The rea-
son | was inspired to learn and continue on with
juggling was due to the fact | wanted to combine it
with ministry. | have always seen juggling as a
ministry and always will.

My frustration has been trying to find others
who sought to do the same. Until this summer the
only other Christian jugglers I knew were my jug-
gling partner Neil Moody and my friend Bob Cates
from Hamilton. My first attempts at getting to
know other Christian jugglers were with the
Christian Alliance for Performing Artists (CAPA)
and the Fellowship of Christian Magicians (FCM).
Both of these organizations have members who are
jugglers but there has been very little dialogue
between them in their publications.

It was not until this summer that the number
of Christians jugglers I knew suddenly tripled. 1
took a trip to Chicago this July and at Willowcreek
Community Church | met Don and Debbie
Bursell. They juggle as a full-time ministry; some-
thing I did not think was possible. Next came my
trip to Burlington, Vermont in August, for the
International Juggler’s Association’s (1JA) annual
festival. There Bob Cates arranged a workshop that
6 Christian jugglers attended. David Cain men-
tioned that he had also wanted to bring Christian
jugglers together. So once again, the Christian
Jugglers Association came to mind and this time |
decided to act.

The association’s humble beginnings started
with 3 letters. | wrote both CAPA and the FCM
to find out if I could receive mailing lists of jug-
glers in their associations. I also wrote Juggler's
World to place an ad for the association. 1 further
made a list of all those I believe are Christian jug-
glers while looking through old issues from CAPA,
FCM and Juggler's World. After | was finished the
list had a total of 21 names, 17 with addresses.
(Since then, | have advertised on rec.juggling on
the Internet and the number of names has
increased to 36. Also | have found out that CAPA
no longer exists, and so far the FCM has unfortu-
nately not responded.) | was elated, but now the
real task at hand; a newsletter of some form had to
be made.

This is where the CJA stands. Actually the
Christian Jugglers Association may not necessarily
be its final name. Since it is in the beginning
stages, | want to get suggestions for other possible
names and a title for the newsletter. Any good sug-
gestions? How about the logo? Does anyone have

another idea for the design? Another idea I'm toss-
ing around is whether the organization should have
a statement of faith, and if so, what should it
include? I think a missions statement is needed but
I have not firmed one up yet. Input on all these
questions would be very helpful. You can either
write me at the CJA address or email me on
Internet <cs911455@ariel.cs.yorku.ca>.

Unlike the IJA, CAPA and FCM, where you
can become a member and never get involved, |
trust that everyone will have input into the CJA.
The articles in future newsletters | trust will be
material sent in from you and other Christian jug-
glers. Actually without input from other members
I do not think that this newsletter will have much
depth to it. One idea would be to write a short
autobiography about yourself, your juggling and
your ministry, like the one of me in “Meet the
Christian Juggler” in this issue. Be sure to send
along a photo with it. Another article idea is how
to incorporate the gospel message with a juggling
routine similar to my “Juggling with A Gospel
Message” article. Other possibilities are accounts of
interesting opportunity of ministry that you had,
stories about how God has helped you in certain
situations, and verses that have been key to you and
your ministry. The possibilities are endless. Just
send me something!

You may be wondering what I think regarding
what denominations should be involved or what |
consider a Christian. | personally am a Baptist, but
what | like to say to people is “I'm a Christian with
a capital ‘C’ and a baptist with a little ‘b’.” 1 also
go to an interdenominational Christian seminary
with students from over 30 denominations and |
think it is great. So, | hope that this association
will have a diversified background, from a wide
range of denominations.

Not everything is up in the air (excuse the
pun); there are a couple of things that | am sure of
about the association. First, I plan to have four
issues of the newsletter a year. Second, is | am
going to send out a yearly CJA roster, once it gets
established.

| debated about the membership cost. At first |
thought I would make it a gift donation basis so
that those who could not afford it could still be
involved. Instead | have decided to make it as
affordable as possible and for the first year it will be
only $6.00 US, for the U.S., $7.00 CDN for
Canada, and $8.00 US, for foreign. | trust every-
one will be able to afford these prices. It costs no
more for a family subscription but please let me
know exactly who the Christian jugglers are in the
family. You can either send cash, a cheque or
money order. Please make the cheque payable to
Michael Koehler and not the CJA. This will cover
the cost of the newsletter and the roster. If you

could donate a slightly higher amount than that, it
would be appreciated since all the initial costs are
coming from my pocket. As the only person really
working on this so far I will gladly volunteer my
time and effort in order to make this organization a
possibility.

The best form of advertising for this associa-
tion is you. Please send me a list of names and
addresses of any Christian jugglers you know that
might want to be a part of this association so that |
can send them a free issue. Does anyone have the
address for the following people? Ralph
Dewey(FCM), Dan Fleming(CAPA), Michael
Miclon(CAPA), and Daniel Nethercott(CAPA).

I’'m also contemplating having a festival next
year. Right now I'm thinking a Thursday to
Sunday morning festival in June. It would be held
at my church which is quite large and has nice high
ceilings. It is located just outside of Toronto,
Canada, about 15 minutes from the International
airport. The cost for the festival would be mini-
mal, with the possibility of sleeping at the church
for accommodations. It would also give you a
chance to see Toronto, a world class city and home
of the World Champion Blue Jays! Please let me
know if you would be interested and able to attend
such a festival and which weekends in June would
be possible for you.

Well that’s about all that | have planned so far.
Like I said, these are the humble beginnings to an
organization that | hope will exist for years to
come. | trust that when the time comes that I can
no longer continue this ministry, someone else will
take up the reins and see that the organization
exists until the Lord returns. Please pray along
with me, that this association will be used by God
to help Christian jugglers be better ministers of
God's grace.



